CHAPTER XXI

TO WAR AND BEYOND

ON June 29th, in view of the increasing
international tension, Lord Halifax made the
most complete analysis of British policy
towards Germany since the guarantee to Poland.
"Our first resolve is to stop aggression/' As for the
encirclement of Germany, Germany was in fact isolat-
ing herself. As for Lebensraum, this problem was not
solved simply by acquiring more territory; that pro-
cess might indeed make it more acute. The world was
too closely knit economically for any one country to
hope to profit at the expense of its neighbours. As for
colonies, we were ready to extend the principles of the
Open Door, "British policy rests on twin founda-
tions of purpose. One is determination to resist force.
The other is our recognition of the world's desire to
get on with the constructive work of building peace/1
This one statement raised the issue of Anglo-Geraian
relations above Party, and there was unanimous
support for it.

Mr. Chamberlain, on July 10th, underlined the
Halifax declaration by a specific statement on Danzig.
If any attempt were made to settle its future status by
unilateral action and surreptitious methods, or to
present Europe with a fait accompli, or to brand
Poland as the aggressor for any effort on her pajt te
restore the situation/' the issue could not be copsidenxl
as a purely local matter involving the rights ai
liberties ^of the Danzigers, which, incidentally, aye i
no way threatened, but would at once
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